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This play presents two contrasted worlds Venice and
Belmont The one is a world of business competition, usury,
melancholy, and tragic sea-disaster, the other, a spelled
land of riches, music, and romance This I show in The
Shakespearian Tempest, pp 127-41 I know many of our
Venetian scenes are comparatively jovial but Gratiano is
scarcely a pleasant man Venice has romantic associations
but here it is darklyt tonecT THe supposedly pleasant people
are not all they might be Antonio is cruel to Shyiock,
Bassamo a spendthrift, Gratiano vulgar, and honesty cer-
tainly not the strongest point of Lorenzo and Jessica Shy-
lock towers over the rest, grand, it is true, but scarcely
amiable Observe that the tragedy depends on sea-wreck,
tempests, and such like Shakespeare's usual tragedy asso-
ciations But at Belmont all this is changed All the people
become noble as soon as they arrive there Bassamo is the
loyal friend, Lorenzo the perfect lover, Gratiano is, com-
paratively, subdued The name Belmont suggests a height
ovei looking the water-logged world of Venetian rivalry and
pettiness At Belmont we have music continually at Venice,
none The projected Masque we may observe does not, as
far as our persons are concerned, come off after all (11, \i,
64), but it serves for Shylock's significant lines about the
'vile squealing of the wry-neck'd fife5, which might be corn-
pared with his even less pretty 'bagpipe' reference later
Gertamly, Venice is not here a place of romantic music
Belmont is And the Belmont world is dominated by Portia,
expressly Christian, as against Shylock, her only rival in
dramatic importance, and of infinite wealth as against the
penurious Bassiano and thieving Lorenzo Everyone in
Venice is in money difficulties of some sort, even the rich
ones Antonio's fortune is all at sea Shylock has to borrow
from Tubal, and later loses a great part of his wealth with
his daughter, and bemoans his lost ducats m the street
But Portia is infinitely rich Her riches hold, dramatically,
an almost spiritual quality
Our permanent set must help to mark out these con-